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Did you know you could connect your Macintosh Computer
 from home to the school network?

NOTE:  To do this you need Mac OSX 10.3 or higher
Directions for Windows computers are available on the Self Help website
Here is how to do it…

Part 1 - Set up a Virtual Private Network connection… also called a VPN

1. Click on 'Macintosh HD' and go to 'Applications.’ Locate and then open the 'Internet Connect' Icon.
2. Click the VPN "Lock" icon at the top.


3. A Dialogue box will open and tell you your computer needs to be set up to make a VPN connection.  Choose 'PPTP' and continue.
a. Where it says “SERVER ADDRESS” put in vpn.mtsd-vt.org for the server. 

b. Next put in  your regular MTSD username where it says ACCOUNT NAME

c. Now enter your regular MTSD password where it says PASSWORD 
d. Next check the box that says "Show VPN status in the menu bar". 
e. Now click connect.


4. When you close out of "Internet Connect" you will be asked for a    connection name. Give it a name such as MTSD VPN


5. Now select the VPN Icon on the top right side of your Mac Status Bar and select disconnect. (You will reconnect later)
You have now completed Part 1.  You will NOT have to repeat this again.  From now on you will make the connection using the icon in the Status Bar at the top right side of your Mac.  It will look like this…


Part 2 – Installing the Remote Desktop Connection Client
1. Open your Browser (Safari, Explorer, etc.)
       And type (or copy/paste) in the following url: http://www.microsoft.com/downloads/details.aspx?FamilyID=6573f9f1-8ae1-4da9-ab5c-f8457ecdaf2d&DisplayLang=en 
 2. You will now need to download the RDC Client for MacOS. 
Please review the system requirements first to ensure your system is capable of running this program.

Scroll to near the bottom of the page and click on either of the Download links. Install the program using the steps on the above website. 
Don’t forget to copy the Remote Desktop Connection Client to your hard drive.  You should drag it into your applications folder.
Part 3 -  Connect!

1. Now it's time to connect. First, click on the VPN icon on your status bar at the top right side of your screen and select CONNECT.  
2. Next, open the Remote Desktop Connection Client.  A dialogue box will appear asking for the name the computer to which you wish to connect. Enter 10.10.10.10  and click on connect.
NOTE:
If at any time you are asked to enter a User ID or Password don’t forget to use the same one as if you were logging into a computer at school.
Understanding:  You should understand that your computer has now been turned into a “dumb terminal.”  In other words you can NOT use the applications on your computer while working on the school computer.  You are in fact using a remote computer -- you are connected to the school as if you are using a school computer.  Thus, you may use the applications available on that computer to do your work.  You are able to access your H Drive, and the other drives (I, J, L, etc.) to get at files or save files to them.
Also, we presently have enough licenses to allow 5 people to connect at once. We plan to upgrade to 10 soon.  However, it is very possible that once that many people connect it will become very slow… imagine 10 people using the same (older) computer.  If this is a problem please let us know as we may have to look at upgrading the remote access computer.

Finally, and Very Important… when you are done a session there are two things you must do. FIRST, you must Log Off.  Go to the START Menu and select Log Off.  The Remote Desktop window will go away on its own when it has finished logging you off (don’t close it before then).  SECOND, you must disconnect. Go to the VPN icon at the top right side of your Mac screen, click on it and select DISCONNECT
