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Old & New

      Open Office, VoiceThread, Visual Ranking Tool & more 
Open Office
The district is adopting Open Office Suite as its default suite of general applications.  It will be placed on all new computers instead of Microsoft Office.  In the elementary school Microsoft Office 97 has caused many problems.  These occur because of random updates or when people use the converter to try to open later versions. When this occurs launching  Office by double clicking on the document itself  (instead of opening the document from within Word) causes it to malfunction. Consequently, it will be replaced as computers are reimaged. Office 2003 will remain on 7-12 computers for the time being.

You can learn more about Open Office by revisiting an earlier “Did You Know” at http://www.mtsd-vt.org/DidYouKnow/DidYouKnowMain.htm
VoiceThread
VoiceThread is basically a Web-based digital-storytelling application that allows users to share their stories through audio, images, videos or text.  It also allows visitors to make comments on their stories in five different ways:  1) voice with a microphone, 2) or voice with telephone), 3) text, 4) audio file, or 5) video with a webcam. The stories can be shared with anyone in the world or they can be kept private for selected individuals.  Like many Web 2.0 applications, you can get a free basic account as well as a VoiceThread Pro account with unlimited creation and advanced features for a fee.  However, VoiceThread is offering free educator accounts for all k-12 classroom educators.  These free accounts are identical to the Pro account in almost every aspect.
http://scyuen.wordpress.com/2008/01/14/voicethread/

123 People -http://www.123people.com/
Interested in using the Internet to locate someone?  Try  this site.
Wayback Machine - http://web.archive.org/collections/web.html
The Wayback Machine is a digital time capsule created by the Internet Archive non-profit organization, based in San Francisco, California. It is maintained with content from Alexa Internet. This service allows users to see archived versions of web pages across time—what the Archive calls a "three dimensional index."
(Wikipedia)

Visual Ranking Tool - http://educate.intel.com/en/thinkingtools/Visualranking/ 
The Visual Ranking Tool brings focus to the thinking behind making ordered lists. Students identify and refine criteria as they assign order or ranking to a list. They must explain their reasoning and can compare their work with each other in a visual diagram. This tool supports activities where students need to organize ideas, debate differences, and reach consensus.

You Tube

At the request of the high school and middle school Principals, YouTube has been opened for students at those grade levels.






