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Collaboration: Connecting Students

Beyond the Walls of the Classroom

A significant part of preparing students to participate effectively in the 21st century learning and work environments is to expose them to a wide variety of collaborative learning experiences when they are in the K-12 school system.  Students of all ages can easily participate in collaborative learning experiences both large and small.  In this issue of “Did You Know” We will consider just a few technology tools/sites that can support and expedite collaborative learning.

Sites that Support Collaboration (a short list)
Center for Interactive Learning and Collaboration (CILC) http://www.cilc.org
The CILC Collaboration Center is the venue for educators to meet, create a collaborative project, and share their reflections. Search current and past collaborations or post your own collaboration. This is a great site for the beginning as well as the experienced collaborator.
ePals - http://www.epals.com/
ePals connects teachers, students, parents and educators from around the world, enabling them to communicate and collaborate on academic and cultural projects and establish international friendships.
Global SchoolNet -http://www.globalschoolnet.org/
Global SchoolNet's mission is to support 21st century learning and improve academic performance through content driven collaboration.
The Globe Program - http://www.globe.gov/fsl/html/templ.cgi?s2s_index
GLOBE schools are invited to collaborate with each other on a variety of topics. Select an activity below to learn more about what the schools are doing and how you can participate. The projects under On-Going Activities already have a group of schools that are collaborating, and you can join the project already in process. The Seeking Collaborators are schools that have a collaboration idea and are looking for others to join them.
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Collaboration Tools & Sites

There are so many collaboration tools and sites on the web today it is impossible to name them all.  They range from audio and video communications (Skype, DimDim) to Google Docs to collaborative whiteboard (Twiddla) to visual organizers (bubbl.us) to GoogleWave  and so much more.  Take a look at this visual to see just how expansive it is… and the visual is a year old.
Are You Ready?

Almost every publication that discusses 21st Century Skills and School Transformation points out the importance of students collaborating with others.  This is especially important as we address the need to make all of our students global citizens.

Give it a shot!






