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Video Conferencing is Easy!
Learning Network of Vermont (LNV) & 

Center for Interactive Learning  and Collaboration (CILC)
LNV: The Learning Network of Vermont is a Video Conferencing system that can be used in both the elementary and middle/high schools to video conference with other teachers, students, classrooms and schools in Vermont and the world beyond.  If you are interested in working on joint projects with other Vermont teachers and wish to facilitate the communication via live video this is the way to go! And… IT’S EASY!  

Projects can be as simple and easy as a one session meeting where elementary students exchange information about their community. It could also be more complex and sustained where several classrooms work together and with local scientists on collecting data on the health of a local river or watershed.  The possibilities are endless!
Professional Development: There are also professional development opportunities available using the LNV. Watch for LNV presentations on Web 2.0 Tools/Sites by Vermont teachers starting in January, 2009.
To learn more about the LNV go to… 
http://www.learn.vt.gov/

CILC:  The Vermont Department of Education has teamed with CILC to provide Vermont educators with rich learning opportunities via video conferencing.  A typical program costs under $200.00 for a time-flexible hour presentation. Milton belongs to a content bank and this allows us $2,100.00 worth of “free” programming between now and the end of December.  More funds will likely be available in January 2009. At CILC you can find…
· Excellent programs for students on a wide variety of content topics from grades K to 12.

· Up-to-date and research-based professional development opportunities for teachers on a wide variety of topics.
· A Collaboration Center where you can post and search for collaborative learning opportunities. This is where you can connect with other classrooms from around the world jointly working on a project that you or they designed.  Talk about 21st Century Skills!!

If you are interested in learning more feel free to contact me. – Ed Barry

To learn more about CILC go to…

http://www.cilc.org/

------------------------------------------------------

Video conferencing has come a long way.  I encourage you to take a virtual step outside of your classroom. Connect your students with learning opportunities that are available from others around the globe. Hook them up with other teachers and students in our country and in foreign countries. Broaden their (and your own) horizons.
Change is coming!
