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Technology & Transformation, Conferences, Web 2.0
As many of you are aware, for the past two years the Vermont Board of Education, through the Vermont Department of Education, has been has been promoting a Transformation of Vermont Schools. Several documents including Vermont Transformation and the Opportunity to Learn: Defining Vermont Education for a New Generation of Learners are available for you to consider.
In the past, Milton used the Vermont Technology Grade Expectations to guide technology integration and used the Technology Performance Assessment Tasks to assess students’ skills in technology. These Grade Expectations were based on the National Education Technology Standards for Students.  In 2007 the NETS-S were “refreshed” and they are now in relatively close alignment with the Partnership for 21st Century Skills. 

The question arose regarding what to do with the existing Technology Grade Expectations.  In Milton, we dropped them. Our goal was to take emphasis off the technology itself and place it on using technology as a tool to meet content standards and grade expectations.  The expectation is, now more than ever, that all teachers use multiple technology resources on a daily basis.

After two years of discussion at the state level, a follow up document to the Technology Grade Expectations has been created.  This document, “Transformation & Technology: A New Way of Learning – Classroom Scenarios” is based on the newly refreshed NETS-S.  It contains sixty scenarios at various grade clusters of what effective technology integration based on sound teaching methods and strategies might look like in a 21st century classroom.  This document is available for download at http://vtcite.org/node/3098. Take a look!!
More Web 2.0
 Wiggio
Wiggio is a free, simple website that makes it easy for students to work in groups.  Wiggio’s features include mass text and voice messaging, shared calendaring (with text message reminders), easy file sharing, polling, free group conference calling, shared bookmarking and more.  Wiggio’s strength lies in its simplicity: it takes under a minute to sign up, and there is no learning curve.

YouTube Overview
Ning:
We’ve talked about Ning before.  It is a GREAT tool to create your own social network.  Courtney Reckord at the high school has created one for her classes.  Very nice.  Check it out at http://miltonhighschoolarts.ning.com/
Sigrid Lumbra from the Department of Ed has created one for social studies teachers.  Check it out at http://vermontsocialstudies.ning.com/
YouTube Overview
Vermont Technology Conference

VITA-Learn’s annual spring technology conference, Dynamic Landscapes, that occurs in May at Champlain College in Burlington has a new look.  This year VITA-Learn and the Vermont School Libraries Association (VSLA) have joined forces to sponsor a two day conference called “Dynamic Landscapes 2.0: Synergy at Work.” This conference will be held on May 13th and 14th once again at Champlain College.
Watch for announcements for registration in early to mid March.  Go to http://homepage.vita-learn.org for more information.






