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Open Source Software

FREE Software from the Internet

· Open Source Software is (generally) free software available on the Internet. It is called Open Source because the source code to develop it is open and users with programming expertise are encouraged to improve the software. There are often large communities of on-line developers and users who support Open Source Software.  Consequently, the product is continually upgraded and improved over time at no cost to the end user.

· Open Source Software is somewhat different from Web 2.0 tools and sites.  While Web 2.0 tools and sites require Internet access to use, Open Source software generally can be downloaded onto your computer and used when you are not connected to the Internet.

· One of the better known and best supported Open Source software is Open Office.  This is a suite of applications that very much resemble the Microsoft Office Suite. Open Office documents are very compatible with Microsoft Office documents.  For example, the word processor (Writer) can save as .doc or .docx formats. The Milton Town School District is adopting Open Office. More on Open Office in the next issue of “Did You Know.”
There are many other excellent Open Source software applications that can be very useful in education.  The list below represents only a very small representation of what is available.
· Tuxpaint - an award-winning drawing program for children ages 3 to 12
· Audacity - is a free, easy-to-use audio editor and recorder
· Canorus is a free music score editor.
· Celestia is a free space simulation that lets you explore our universe in 

three dimensions.
· Stellarium is a free open source planetarium for your computer.
· FreeMind is powerful free concept-mapping software
· GIMP is the GNU Image Manipulation Program. It is a freely distributed 

piece of software for such tasks as photo retouching, image composition and 
image authoring. 
· GeoGebra is a free and multi-platform dynamic mathematics software 
for schools that joins geometry, algebra and calculus.
· Scribus is an open-source program that brings award-winning 
professional page layout 
· PDFCreator easily creates PDFs from any Windows program.
Some Advantages of Open Source

· Free – huge cost savings

· Continually being upgraded

· Not tied to one vendor

· Often a large community of support

· Students have same free access at home

Some Disadvantages of Open Source
· Support and development can disappear, especially for the lesser popular programs
· Can limit choice

· Not always integrated well with Microsoft operating system

· Interface may be more difficult to navigate

